
 

NVR  in Ireland 

 
While working as part of a multi-disciplinary community based child and adolescent mental 
health service in Dublin, Ireland, Declan Coogan first encountered child to parent violence in 
2007. As a social worker and family therapist he found the Non Violent Resistance ideas very 
encouraging and began to use them as part of his work with families and colleagues. In 2010, 
he began to develop and research a training programme on NVR for child and family 
practitioners in Ireland.  More recently, in 2013 he and Eileen Lauster (a colleague at the 
National University of Ireland on Galway) joined an EU funded 5 nation 2 year project 
researching both the experiences of families and practitioners in responding to child to parent 
violence and 2 interventions - the Break4Change Programme and the Non Violent Resistance 
Programme.  
Over the last year, Eileen Lauster and Declan Coogan have provided training in the NVR 
programme to practitioners in a variety and statutory services in Ireland, Northern Ireland and 
England. They have also presented workshops on NVR in Sweden and Bulgaria. On the 12th 
and 13th June 2014, we are hosting an international conference on child to parent violence in 
the National University of Ireland Galway, on the Atlantic coast of Ireland and NVR will be one 
of the key themes. Speakers include Peter Jakob (Partnership Projects, England), Eddie 
Gallagher (Who's in Charge Project, Australia), Rita O'Reilly (Parentline, Dublin) and Paula 
Wilcox (Responding to Child to Parent Violence Project, England). More information about the 
project and the conference can be found at www.cpvireland.ie.  
We're looking forward to continuing our work on Non Violent Resistance and responding to 
child to parent violence. We also look forward to our conference and hope many of you can 
come and take part in discussions with colleagues around the world who are using the 
principles and skills on NVR in their work.  
 

http://www.nuigalway.ie/soc/staff/coogan_declan.html
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